CLASS Training Promotional

WHAT IS CLASS TRAINING: Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS)

The training is designed to teach participants how to use the CLASS instrument and provide an opportunity to achieve reliability. The training consists of 2 full days learning the CLASS instrument and 1/2 day to test for reliability. Familiarize you with CLASS. What can CLASS training do for you?

• Reinforce importance of teacher observation

• Enhance your skills related to objective observation

• Link teacher observation to professional development

• Develop a common language about teacher- child interactions

• Give you the opportunity to become reliable CLASS assessors

Through the foundational professional development format, CLASS training will improve your classroom quality for the children you serve.
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If you are interested in having this training please contact the IHSA at

iowaheadstart@yahoo.com and letting us know so we can begin to plan a training in your area.
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What do we mean when we talk about “quality”?  Usually, when we think about classroom quality, we think of two main components - Content/Structural Quality and Process Quality.



Content/Structure: The WHAT, WHO, WHERE.  What is being taught? (i.e. curriculum, content standards, etc), Who is teaching? (i.e. teacher credentials, background, education level, etc), or Where is the teaching happening? (i.e. classroom arrangement, materials available, etc)



Process Quality: The HOW.  The daily interactions teachers have with children.  The way in which the teacher is implementing activities, teacher-child interactions, and peer interactions.



Although both the Content and the Process are important for children’s academic and social development, research has shown that Content Quality is mediated by, or flows through, Process Quality.  In other words, although it is important to work with a high quality curriculum, the curriculum will only be as valuable as a teacher’s implementation of it. 

The CLASS is designed to measure aspects of the classroom that are important for children’s development. Research shows that students who attended preschool classrooms that received high CLASS scores had better academic and social gains in kindergarten.
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