 Protesting Parole & Clemency
1. When you receive the notice of the parole hearing for the offender in your case, contact Homicide Survivors, the Prosecutor, and the detective who investigated the crime, friends, and family members. Request that they write a protest letter to the Board of Executive Clemency (Parole Board) on your behalf. If you or your family members have been seen by a therapist/counselor, it would be beneficial for them to write a letter as well, noting how the crime affected your well being. 

2. The Board of Executive Clemency (parole board) welcomes petitions. Those who do not write a personal letter will almost always sign a petition. Contact Homicide Survivors if you'd like help to write a petition. 

3. At the top of the page, you need to reference the inmate's name and ADC number, address of the Board of Executive Clemency (Parole Board), and the parole hearing date. Give a brief summary of the crime stating when and where the crime occurred, and the victim's name. Make several copies so that they can be taken to your work place, the work place of your spouse, parents, children, friends, etc., where you attend church, and any other places you feel appropriate. Have people sign their name and address. People can mail the petitions, or you can take them with you to the hearing. 

4. IMPORTANT! The notice you will receive states, "It is not required that you be present...." While it is not required and you may protest by writing a letter, it is not nearly as effective as being there in person. Bring pictures of your loved one, family photos showing the survivors that are left behind.

5. Many cases are scheduled each day. The hearings are heard in the order that you sign in. Registration begins at 8:00 am; however, try to be there early if possible. Late registration means that you will spend the better part of the day waiting for your hearing. 

6. You may request to be provided a separate waiting area, away from members of the inmates family and friends and others waiting to be heard. You must call in advance to make this request.

7. The hearings are informal. You will speak directly to three Board members. There are no restrictions as to the number of people who wish to speak or how long a hearing may last. The Board realizes that for victims, this may be the first time they have been heard. In court the victim and/or victim's family has little opportunity for any input and often it seems that no one is concerned about the heartache and trauma you were experiencing. At the hearings you can say as much or as little as you wish. 

Preparing a Victim Impact Statement

For Parole or Clemency Boards

The following are additional suggestions for statements to be given to a parole board, or board of Executive Clemency, at the time that a prisoner is being considered for parole, clemency or any other early release.

Statements to Parole Boards: 

· These statements should also include an explanation as to the impact the prisoner's crime had on you and your loved ones, and can be delivered orally and/or in writing. Describe the ways the crime has impacted your life as well as the lives of your loved ones. Explain the psychological, emotional, or physical harm or trauma your have suffered. Explain the extent of any economic loss or property damage, which resulted from the crime. Since it has probably been some time since the crime occurred, you have the right to update your victim impact statement. Describe the long term impact, or the continuing problems you and family members have endured since the crime.

· The primary thrust of your statement to a parole/clemency board should be your opinion about the prisoner's eligibility for parole/clemency. Obviously, the vast majority of victims want prisoners to be locked up for as long as possible. However, there are rare instances when an individual may not object to a prisoner's parole/clemency, but wishes to ask the board to impose conditions on the parole. Within reason, such requests are usually granted. Additionally, some jurisdictions allow prosecutors' offices to oppose or appeal prisoners' paroles/clemency, so you should check to see if this could be done. Contact the prosecutor or victim advocate in your case.

· Although there's usually no time limit imposed, it is a good idea to keep your statement short. Five minutes or less is a recommended time frame when delivering a statement in court. If being submitted in writing, keeping it to one page is also advised. Even the most compelling statement may lack impact if it's too long. 

· Please keep in mind that these are general guidelines and should not be considered to be the last word on the subject. Many jurisdictions do things differently. It's always a good idea to check with your prosecutor's office; specifically the victims' rights staff, for suggestions and recommendations in preparing impact statements. 

