August 2007

Dear Friends,

I wish I had a picture to send you showing the expression on the mother’s face who enrolled her son in Cornerstone for this coming school year.  Tears of joy ran down her cheeks when I told her we will provide a $3,000 scholarship to help her with the cost of a private Christian education for her son.  “You just don’t know how badly I want my baby out of the school he goes to now,” she said. “This is the answer to prayer!  Thank you, Jesus!  It’s still going to be a struggle, but you’re making it possible for me to get my son into a good school where I know he’s going to be safe and where he’s going to get some good education.”

Multiply this story two hundred times and any doubts about the kingdom-building impact of Cornerstone’s ministry should be eliminated.  With your help we are leveling the educational playing field so that 200 underserved children, who live in one of the highest at-risk communities in the country, can receive a quality education.  And we’re doing it in the name and for the sake of Jesus.

The families we serve at Cornerstone have to make tremendous sacrifices in order to afford the cost of a private Christian education for their children.  Although our tuition is relatively inexpensive for a private school, it is still a lot for the vast majority of our families.  I did a quick count and discovered that nearly half of the families with children enrolled at Cornerstone for the 2007-08 school year have a reported household income of less than $25,000.  With an average tuition payment of $2,300, parents are spending nearly ten percent of their income to send their children to Cornerstone.  I don’t know how they do it!  But, I do know why they do it; because Cornerstone provides a loving, safe, disciplined and challenging learning environment for children, which parents in southwest Philadelphia cannot find in any other school.      

I hope and pray that you will continue your generous support of our ministry this coming school year.  Our families are counting on your help.  We are grateful for any amount you are able to contribute, but please consider these amounts:

$5,200 underwrites the entire tuition cost for one student for one year.

$2,900 provides the average scholarship awarded to one student for one year.

$575 provides scholarship support for one student for one month.

$140 provides scholarship support for one student for one week.

On behalf of Cornerstone’s families, thank you for your prayers and generosity.

Gratefully,

Dick Ollinger

President/CEO

