DATE:
2006-2007 School Year

TO:  

TEACHERS OF THE VISUAL ARTS, MUSIC, THEATER & DANCE

FROM:
CLEARWATER ARTS FOUNDATION



Education Committee

RE:

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES AND ARTIST RESIDENCIES

We at the Clearwater Arts Foundation strongly support arts education experiences for students and teachers.  Our committee is made up of arts administrators, arts advocates, arts teachers and arts supervisors.  We are well aware of the challenges all teachers face with limited budgets, limited time for arts activities in the general education classroom, even those aligned with curriculum goals, and limited information as to the quality of artists and groups who wish to bring their product to the school or classroom.

We have developed a packet of materials to assist teachers to provide the highest quality arts experiences for the students and school.  The packet contains 

· questions to help define what is expected from a performance or residency, 

· questions for visual and performing artists to assist in determining who will be the best fit for students and curriculum goals,

· possible funding sources, and

· a list of  arts organizations with professional expertise whose arts education administrators will be willing to help in the decision making process, and which also have programming for school-based experiences as well as field trips.

· an evaluation form to fill out following the residency or performance and return to the Pinellas County Arts Council to assist in future planning.

We also believe that the visual arts, music, theater and dance specialists  are the best first resource for teachers in planning for residencies and performances.  The packets are being placed with you to encourage the teachers in your school to use your expertise as they plan for arts experiences to help reach and teach every student through the arts.  If you need more information or additional packets, please email or call or Margo Walbolt, Cultural Affairs Manager, City of Clearwater, at margo.walbolt@myclearwater.com or 727-562-4809. 

The resource packet is also available on the Clearwater Arts Foundation website at www.clearwaterartsfoundation.org.
PLANNING AND TIMELINE—ARTS EDUCATION

RESIDENCY OR PERFORMANCE

Before deciding to bring in visual or performing artists, consider convening a planning team.   Some questions for the individual teacher or team to begin answering:

· What grade levels will be working with the artist or are targeted to be the audience for the performance(s)?

· What are the goals or desired outcomes for the students for the residency or performance(s)?

· What types of activities are expected or desired from this residency or performance?

· Who will be involved with the decision to bring in an artist or performance?

· Who will decide which visual or performing artist(s)?

· Who will pay for the residency or performance?

· Who will be responsible for setting the date(s), securing space, if necessary, and communicating with the administration, other faculty, staff and parents, if appropriate?

· What curriculum areas or units of study will the residency or performance address?

· How will this residency or performance be followed up in the classroom or school-wide?

The sooner planning can begin, the better the arts experience. Artists or performers should be secured at least 8 weeks prior to the desired date, if possible.  Study guides or preparation materials should be in teachers’ hands 

4 – 6 weeks ahead of the residency or performance.  Funding sources should be identified and secured before contracting with the artist or company.  Please see the list of possible funding sources included in this packet.

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR SCHOOL-BASED ARTS RESIDENCIES AND PERFORMANCES

1. ARTS TEACHER INCENTIVE GRANTS—grants available to teachers of the visual or performing arts in Pinellas County for classroom or school-wide projects or programs or for professional development.  Applications are accepted from September through March with funding available in October.  Applications are available from the Music and Visual Arts Supervisors or from the Pinellas County Arts Council at 727-453-7860 or on-line at www.pinellasarts.org.

2.  TARGET:  ARTS IN EDUCATION GRANTS—Apply between March 1 and 


May 31.  Funding decisions are communicated by September 30.   The 


Target website will have exact dates for the 2006-07 school year.


http://target.com/target_group/community_giving/grant_guidelines.jhtml
Please note:  there are underscores between target_group, communitiy_giving; and grant_guidelines.

In addition, Target helps schools get books and other supplies.  Go to School Wish List on the website.

3. The Pinellas Education Foundation has teacher grants available.  Their website is www.pinellaseducation.org  and their address is 

12090 Starkey Road, Largo, FL  33773,  Phone:   727-588-4816 

4. The Special Projects Department of Pinellas County Schools has great 

information about grants available to teachers and schools.  The web address is  www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/special/ and there are a wide variety of links to grant writing assistance, newsletters, funding sources, etc.

5. Secondary School Educators has a website with information about almost  

everything dealing with secondary education including grants and fundraising.

6. Book:  The Ultimate Guide to Getting Money for Your Classroom &

School  by Frances A. Karnes, Ph.D. and Kristen R. Stephens, Ph.D.

c. 2003, Prufrock Press, Inc.  ISBN 1-882664-88-4

Contains information on assessing needs, finding funders of grants, writing grants, and developing creative fund-raisers that involve students in the planning, but does not send them door-to-door!

7. Consider requesting funds or materials from the business that has 

adopted your school.  A well-written request letter can pay off for your students and arts residencies/performances.

Dear Artist(s): Please respond to the following as fully as possible.  Use the back of this sheet or additional pages, if necessary.

1. How will my students benefit from your presentation or residency?

2.   How will you include children with special needs?

3. Do you provide a study guide?  If yes, may I see a sample, or can you tell me which of the Sunshine State Standards are addressed? 

4. Does the study guide provide examples of follow-up activities for my students?

5. Please describe what kind of set-up you will need in the classroom/cafetorium/auditorium, such as amount of space, audience placement, etc.  How much time will you need to set up and strike?

6. Do you have endorsements from teachers that I may contact regarding your performance or presentation?

7. Do you have samples of your work in video, cd or slide formats that I can view?

8. Briefly, what has been your best experience in working with students in schools?  

      What was your worst?

Please return to:  ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City, ST, ZIP__________________________________________________ 

